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The purpose of this nmenorandumis to share with you the 1999
Child Fatalities, Annual Cunul ati ve Report.

This report was prepared by the Ofice of Children and
Family Services pursuant to Social Services Law 20(5) and
sent to Governor Pataki and the NYS Legislature. Thi s
report contains aggregate information derived from the
Ofice's review of child fatality cases which invol ve:

° Reports to the State Central Register for Child
Abuse and Maltreatnment (SCR) alleging that a child
or children had died as the result of abuse and/or
mal treatnent at the hands of a caretaker; and

° Children who died while in the care and custody or
custody and guardi anship of a |ocal social services
district or other authorized agency.

Because of t he relatively small nunber of children
represented in this report, care nust be taken in review ng
per cent ages. Di fferences of one or two children can result
in seenmingly significant differences in percentages. At the
same tine, I acknow edge that although these fatalities
represent a small subset of all the children that we serve,
one child's death is too nany.
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Wth those caveats, however, | would like to direct your
attention to what | consider sone key observations fromthe
dat a:

o} O the 42 foster care fatality cases (43 children), 33
cases were not suspicious and therefore not reported to
t he SCR In fact in the mpjority of cases (23 of the
42 cases, or 55% the child was deternined to have died
fromnnatural causes. However, in four foster care cases
the child' s death was attributed, at least in part, to
chil d abuse or maltreatnent.

The child wel fare system nmust be ever vigilant of foster
hone placenents - hone studies, crimnal record checks,
references, matching, nonitoring and case nanagenent of
these placenents - and attend to the safety of the children
in our care.

o} O the 133 cases reported to the SCR alleging the
abuse/ mal treatnent death of a child, 56 occurred in New
York City and 77 occurred in counties outside NYC 0]
t hese 133 cases, 89 were indicated and 44 were
unf ounded. However, in slightly nore than half (45) of
these indicated SCR fatalities, the fanily had been
known to the local child welfare system This should
concern us all.

Wiile | understand that child fatalities in active or closed
cases are traumatic to staff as well as fanilies, we nust
not let that dissuade us fromusing those cases to teach us
how we can prevent future deaths in our casel oads. I
strongly encourage each district to establish sone sort of

revi ew procedur e - Child Fatality Revi ew Team
interdisciplinary teans, internal admnistrative review
processes, etc. - to retrospectively review deaths of

children known to their child welfare system

Accordingly I would draw your attention to the section
"Recent Enhancenments and Future Recomendations" which
outlines sone of the actions that have occurred and sonme of
the directions the Ofice will be taking in the com ng year
to enhance child welfare practice in New York State.

| wel come any suggestions that you or your staff nmay have
for how we <collectively can inprove child welfare case
practice and systens, and perhaps, prevent future child
deat hs. Pl ease direct those suggestions to the appropriate
Regional O fice Director listed bel ow.
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Any questions concerning this rel ease should be directed to

t he Regi ona

O fice

Buf fal o
Rochest er
Syracuse
Al bany
Yonker s
NYC

O fice Director for your region

Di rector Phone Nunber

Li nda C. Brown (716) 847-3145
Li nda Kurtz (716) 238-8201
Jack Kl unp (315) 423-1200
Wl liam McLaughlin (518) 486-7078
Pat Sheehy (914) 377-2080
Gail Hallerdin (212) 383-1788

Thank you for your continued cooperation

Donald K. Smith
Deputy Conmi ssi oner

Di vi si on of Devel opnment and

Prevention Services



