Transmttal No: 98 OCFS LCM 14
Date: Decenber 22, 1998

Di vi sion: Devel opment and
Preventi on Services

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Suppl emental Security Income (SSI) Cost of Living
Adj ustnent for Family Type Hone for Adults Residents

ATTACHVENTS: Attachnment |
Attachnent |
Attachnent |

- Sanple Letter (available on |ine)
| - Sanple Letter (available on Iine)
Il - SSI Chart (avail abl e on-1ine)
Chapter 58 of the Laws of 1998 authorized a pass-through of the
January 1, 1999 federal cost-of-living increase given to SSI
recipients. The January 1, 1999 federal SSlI increase has been
set at 1.3%or $6.00 per nonth. The law also increases the

m ni mum Personal Needs Al l owance (PNA) for residents of certified
Congregate Care facilities.

As a result of this law, effective January 1, 1999 the nonthly
benefit for SSI recipients in Famly Type Hones for Adults in New
York City, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester counties wll be
$766. 48 for individuals and $1,532.96 for coupl es. In all other
districts, the nmonthly benefit for SSI recipients residing in
Fam |y Type Honmes for Adults will be $728.48 for individuals and

$1, 456. 96 for coupl es. The m ni mum personal needs al |l owance for
all residents is increased $1.00 and will be $97.00 a nonth. e
have been advised that the increase wll be reflected in the

resident's January check.

In accordance with Section 352.8 of the Departnent's regul ations,
| ocal districts are required to provide an all owance for the care
and nmintenance of Safety Net Assistance (SNA) recipients in a
Level | facility equal to the corresponding SSI benefit |evel for
residents in the hone, rounded down to the next whole dollar.

As part of your responsibility to supervise the Fanily Type Hone
for Adults program you are required to identify all operators of
certified Famly Type Honmes for Adults within your jurisdiction
and i mediately informthemand their SSI and HR residents of
this increase. The notification should include the follow ng
rem nder:
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0 If an operator intends to increase the rate charged to
residents, he/she is required to give residents a witten
notice specifying the newrate at least thirty (30) days
prior to the date of the increase. If a resident
voluntarily agrees in witing to the increase, t he
operator nay increase the rate with less than thirty days
notice. However, in either case the operator is required
to anmend the adm ssion agreenent.

0 Section 131-o0 of the Social Services Law and Section
485.12 of +the Departnent's regul ati ons set forth
penalties for msappropriating or retaining a resident's
personal all owance.

Attached for your information is a chart containing the SSI

increases and copies of npdel letters which may be sent to
operators and SSI residents. If you have any questions about
this matter, pl ease have your staff contact Janet Morrissey at

(518) 474-9445. Thank you for your cooperation.

Donald K. Smith
Deputy Conmi ssi oner



